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to the victory of those who fought for justice and right,
and from whom they awaited their deliverance and the
reconstitution of their national life.
In conclusion, a few words should be written regard-
ing the aspirations of the Armenians and the realization
of the program they have demanded from the victorious
Allied Powers.
It will be understood that the first of their wishes is
to see all the Armenian territories reunited in a single
state,—both those forming part of the Ottoman Empire,
as well as those previously conquered by Eussia, which
after the fall of the Russian Empire in the course of this
war, have constituted themselves an Armenian republic,
with Erivan for the capital city. The Armenians are
aware that the state so constituted would need protection
against outside attacks until such time when it could be
organized and placed in position to defend itself. But as
simple protection could not suffice, and foreign aid was
indispensable in the general organization of the country,
they requested the Powers to choose one of their num-
ber as mandatory.
Such was the program until the idea of a League of
Nations took form. The Armenians were then naturally
led to request no longer the collective protection of the
Powers—which might have involved the inconveniences
of a joint sovereignty—but the protection of the League
of Nations itself, and, in accordance with Article 22 of
the Covenant, the assistance of a mandatory power ful-
filling its mandate in the name of the League. The form
of assistance being thus established in principle, it re-
mained to determine the territories which would make
up the future Armenian state.
The Armenians have been reproached for claiming
territories too vast—especially in view of the number of
the population unfortunately reduced since the massacres
and the deportations—and with having presented a too

